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LETTER . 


London, 11 Mo. 14, 1792. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Tn Y eſteemed favour of the 
20th ult. is before me; and I ſhould have replied to 
it ſooner, but that my attention was particularly 
engroſſed by buſineſs, and my leiſure by the 
attentions of my friends here, fince I had the 
pleaſure of receiving it. Waving all further cere- 
monpy, and the diſcuſſion of the other various 
ſubjects which it adverts to, I feel myſelf particu- 
larly engaged at this moment in the cauſe of the 
oppreſſed claſs of my fellow-countrymen who 
bear the name of Roman Catholics : and it is 
not without ſecret mortification that I perceive 
ſo much intolerance and illiberality amongſt 
my Proteſtant brethren, as the Declarations of 
the Grand-Juries of Ireland exhibit : whilſt my 
partiality for the land of my nativity, and my 
knowledge of the genial liberality of Iriſhmen, | 
lead me to attribute to the intereſted, and à miſ- 
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guided Sow: the avowal of ſuch ire 
principles. But I truſt that the legiſlature of 
Ireland will never be capable of Oriental deſpo- 
tiſm, in declaring its ſtatutes, like thoſe of the 
Medes and Perſtans—unchangeable. Indeed 
when we conſider the fallibility of the human 
mind, and the mutability of all human inſtitutions, 
we cannot reſtrain the ſmile of contempt from 
thoſe narrow ſouls who are ſo prompt in deciding 
upon the events of time, and the fate of a large 
portion of their fellow-men, agreeably to their 
own narrow minds, little prejudices and con- 


tracted knowledge—what childiſh folly ! 


Time was, when the demon of ſuperſtitious 
bigotry ſtalked about the earth with intolerant 
cruelty, and bore down all religious and civil 
liberty alike, as hereſy ! but hail to the ſtar of the 
eighteenth century !—He has uſhered in the riſing 
Sun of Liberty, to enlighten our terreſtrial orb, 
and diſpel the clouds of ſuperſtition and of 
prejudice which had been heaping one upon 
another for ages paſt !—Lo, his refulgent beams 
have ſurmounted the horizon of thoſe mountains 
which ſo long eclipſed his radiance from the 
habitable world; and behold the eye of the 
rational mind begins to ſalute his gladdening 
rays.—Thoſe miſts which enveloped the human 
mind in darkneſs and ſuperſtition diſſipate be- 
fore him, as the ſpectres of the night before the 
dawn of morn.—Prance the (ci-deyant) devoted 
land of tyranny and intollerance, has felt his 
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vivifying influence ; and has paid tribute to his 
truth-diffuſing brightneſs :—The bigoted Bel- 
gians, once the prey of prieſtcraft and the dupes 
of ſuperſtition, have implored his patronage, and 
paid him homage :—the borders of Italy begin to 
baſk 1n his brightneſs, and to revive their long loſt 
liberty and light by his reſulgent appearance ;— 
Shall Iriſh Prozeflarnts alone rejeR the bliſsful light 
of the Sun of Liberty, and refuſe his tolerant 
rays? Shall the boaſted liberality and vaunted 
ſuperior light of Proteſtantiſm ſhrink into intole- 
rance, and veil itſelf in bigotry beſore his luſtre ; 
whilit the ſame benign influence rends the veil 
which ſhut the Roman Catholic from the genial 
brightneſs of his beams? And whilſt Catholics 
labour in foreign climes to emancipate the human 
ſpecies, and reſtore man to his priſtine freedom, 
ſhall Proteſtants, ancient adyocates for civil and 
religious liberty, be endeavouring at home to en- 

ſlave their Catholic neighbours and fellow-coun- 
trymen ?—PFor ſhame, Inſhmen ! I deprecate ſuch 
diſgrace from my country. It 1s in vain that the 
flimſy arguments of intereſted and deſigning par- 
tizans are objected againſt the emancipation of 


Iriſh Catholics :—The Catholics of Ireland have 


no more forfeited their natural, rights than the 
Proteſtants of England have: there is no maxim 
either human or divine that can for a moment 
Juſtify the proſeription of any man, or any body 
of men from the enjoyment of the impreſcrip— 
tible rights of civil ſociety. Every member of 
the community is entitled to an unequivocal 
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ſhare in the regulations by which ſociety is to 


be governed, according to the degree of weight 


which his talents and property naturally give 
him in that ſociety of which he forms an integral 
part; and to deny him that right, becauſe his 
religious principles differ from others of, or even 


from all the reſt of the community, is nothing 


ſhort of perſecution: to God alone belongs the 
dominion of the conſcience of man: His fellow- 
man has no poſſible claim over it, fo long as he 
diſcharges the duties that we all owe one to 


another in a ſocial capacity. Theſe may be en- 


tirely comprized under two ſimple heads; the 
firſt is, that of reſtraining ourſelves from acting 
to the injury of otbers: the ſecond is, that of 


endeavouring to prevent injuries to others, and 


of doing them all the good we can. Theſe are 
the ends of civil ſociety, and by the fulfilment 
of this compact we obviate the inconveniencies 
of a ſtate of nature, in which every man is his 


own protector and his own avenger; which muſt 
naturally render man ferocious, unſociable and - 


_ unhappy. But for any man, family, or claſs of 


men, to aſſume to himſelf or to themſelves a 
power of depriving any individual or body of 


individuals of any of the privileges or rights of 


. ſociety, as commonly enjoyed, or meant by the 


compact of ſuch ſociety to be ſo enjoyed—it is 
_uſurpation and tyranny. 


If in angry times OM the influence of pre- 
judice and bigotry worked up the minds of men 
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to oppoſe the dawn of religious reform in the 
world, the reformers happily ſucceeded in eſta- 
bliſhing their ſyſtem; this by no means juſtifies 


them in denying a participation of civil 1ights 


(I mean an entire equality of rights) to men who 


do not ſubſcribe to the ſame ſyſtem with them- 
ſelves; and to whom they muſt always yield the 
juſtice of allowing, that Catholics conſcientiouſly 
oppoled Proteſtantiſm as an innovation upon what 
they conceived to be the true religion : and that 


at a time of general darkneſs and ſuperſtition, 
when bigoted prieſts attached to their own inte- 
reſts and to their eſtabliſhment, ſedulouſly diftuſed 


prejudice around, and worked up the minds of the bo 
credulous and of the devotees of religion, againſt 


the new ſyſtem.—Proteſtants having eſtabliſhed 


themſelves in the free enjoyment of the exerciſe 
of their own religious opinions, by no means ob- 
tained a right thereby of disfranchifing their Ro- 
man Catholic neighbours, or of {tripping them of 
their natural rights: and however neceſſary this 
ſtretch of power might have appeared for the pre- 
ſervation and protection of the Proteſtant intereſt, 
whilſt the hatred and anger of- the vanquiſhed 
party ſtill burned in the ember, there does no 
now exiſt a reaſon why an oppreſſive ſyſtem ſhould 
be continued, when a total reformation has taken 
place in that part of the community againſt which 


it was intended to operate. Roman Catholics 


are becoming enlightened in Ireland, the reign of 
Bigotry is over with them; and they have at 
length changed ſides with their intolerant Proteſtant 

fellow 
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fellow citizens. No man will dare to withhold from 
his Roman Catholic acquaintance the attributes 
of © good neighbour, good friend, good citizen, and 
goed ſubject; why then longer deny him the pri- 
veleges rightfully annexed thereto, and enjoyed 
by his Proteſtant neighbour ? why will Proteſ- 
tants in Ireland fulminate threats againſt Roman 
Catholics, for merely ſoliciting a redreſs of griev- 
ances which they have too long laboured under, 
whilſt Roman Catholics in other parts of the 
world are not only emancipating themſelves, but 
admitting Proteſtants to a participation of all the 
rights of citizens. Or, is it that the lucid bright- 


neſs of the broad-day Sun of Liberty is too re_ 


fulgent for the eyes of Proteſtants, ſo long inured 
to behoid the twilight of approaching day —1 


believe the fact is more fairly ſtated thus. Proteſt- 


ants in power, and excluſively enjoying all the 
emoluments of government, are unwilling that 
their Catholic neighbours ſhould participate in 
| thoſe advantages: therefore they get alarmed at 


the idea of their enjoying equal rights, leſt it 


ſhould lead to a participation of equal advantages. 
Another cauſe of objection on the ſide of the go- 
verning party is, an apprehenſion that if the Ro- 
man Catholics are enfranchiſed, it will lead to a 
more equal repreſentation of the people; and that 


to a correction of abuſes, or a reform in the admi- 
niſtration of public affairs; which would not be 
very convenient to the junto who are gorged up in 


the ſtye of the treaſury bench, and wallow in the 
public coffers. But the plea of objection is the 
| L old 
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old ſuhterfuge, the church is in danger.”—The 
alarm 1s ſounded !—the credulous, the timid, and 
the bigoted re-echo the ſound. So the old ſtate- 
trick goes-On : and thus the name of religion in all 


ages, from the primitive Chriſtian church, down 


to the preſent day, has been blaſphemed, by being 
made the pretext for oppreſſion and proſcription. 


But hail happy epoch God is coming again upon 
earth, by his diſpenſations, in order to emanct- 
pate his creature MAN from the tyranny of arbi- 


trary power; and to reſtore human nature to its 


original dignity of civil and religious freedom, or 
free will, if you pleaſe to name it. Heaven does 


not preclude the Inſh Catholic from the general 


bleſſing which it is ſhedding upon man.—Iriſh 


Proteſtants gainſay the will of Heaven—vain is 
the interdict—Catholics will be free! There is 
one conſideration ſufficiently weighty to induce all 


' Proteſtants who have a ſpark of patriotiſm in their 


breaſts to eſpoule the Catholic cauſe:—the eman- 
cipation of their country muſt follow the enfran- 


chiſement of the Roman Catholics, with moral 
certainty. Let the people of Ireland be indiſeri- 


minately repreſented in the legiſlative body, and 
there is an end to that baneful ariſtocracy which 
at preſent oppreſſes our country: no more ſhall 


the nation be bought and ſold, and the baſe be- 
trayers of their country boaſt with indecent effront- 


ery the diabolical deed! no more ſhall a junto 


arrogate to themſelves the exclufive right of carv. 
ing the adminiſtration of public affairs, to favour 


the aggrandizement of themſelves and their con- 
nexions ! The nation ſhail be repreſented by vir- 
tuous 
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tuous legiſlators, who wilbapply an axe to the 
root of public abuſes, and lop off the foul excreſ- 
cences which adhere to the conſtitution: Proteſtants 
have nothing to fear, but every thing to hope from 
ſuch a change as this.—Let them recolle& that 


Catholics aſk but the right of voting for Proteflant 


repreſentatives; in obtaining which, they will 
ſtrengtben the choice of the people in returning 
repreſentatives to parliament: Add but half a 


million of people to the electors of the kingdom, 
and youdeſtroy the ariſtocratic influence which now 
returns whom it wills to parliament; then jobs the 
buſineſs of government amongſt themſelves, and 
their adherents; and peculate upon the public 


treature-with the moſt profligate profuſion. What 


influence have the Proteſtants of the kingdom in 
its government at preſent ?—That part of them 


which may be called the people, have very little 
indeed! A few families enjoy all the power and 
all the emoluments, and take care to commit all 
the abuſes of the government.—Give the people 


the free choice of their repreſentatives, and they 
will reject this corrupt venal herd which at pre- 


fent dilgrace our Houſe of Commons: They will 
never enjoy the exerciſe of this choice until 
the number of electors is enlarged, ſo as to 
leave a majority out of the reach of bribery 
and of undue influence. This enlargement of 


the number of eleGors can only take place 


y, reſtoring the Roman Catholics to the 
aleftive franchiſe. A right which they once, 


nay long enjoyed ; and which they never in any 
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one inſtance abuſed, ſince the Proteſtant aſcen- 
dancy obtained !—a proof this, that the afcen- 
dancy could not now be injured by reſtoring 
them to the exerciſe of the right, ſince when they 
enjoyed it in days of bigotry and of ignorance, 
and when their minds were yet fore with the 
remembrance of thoſe perturbed ſtruggles which 
ended in their own humiliation, and 1n the over- 
throw of their religious eſtabliſhment and its 
aſcendancy, they in no reſpect abuſed it : how 
mach leſs can we now apprehend danger from 
their enjoying it when the remembrance of anci- 
ent animoſity 18 obliterated, and the Catholic 
mind is become enlightened, liberal, and cordial 
in its affection towards bis Proteſtant neigh- 


bour ? I ſpeak the language of experience, thy- 


felf has cognizance of its truth; thou and I have 
friends of that religious community, whom we 
have every reaſon to value, to love, and to eſteem; 
becauſe the fincerity of their friendſhip has been 
tried. Away then with that ridiculous prejudice 
that © Papiſts deem Proteſtants univerſally here- 
tics, and will hold no faith with them”-—IfF this 
was even inculcated by their religious ſyſtem, 
which I very much doubt, there are too man 
of that community too much enlightened not to 
explode it. For my part I never ſufficiently 
expiored-their tenets to afcertain whether or not 
they contain ſo unchriſtian a maxim: but if we 
are to judge from their actions and conduct, 
and theſe it is admitted among all, are the 
Cc ſtrongeſt 
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ſtrongeſt teſtimony of men's principles; we muſt 
do Roman Catholics the juſtice to avow that, 
nothing in the tenor of their lives can be the 
reſult of ſuch opinions. On the other hand the 
Diſſenters are as much natural enemies (if we 
may be allowed the expreſſion) to the church 
eſtabliſhment as Roman Catholics poſſibly can 
be; yet they have never been disfranchiſed, and 
what 1 injury have they done the aſcendancy of 
the eſtabliſhment, in either church or ſtate? Or 


| What proportion does the members of the legiſ- 
lative body who are of their religious perſuaſion, 


bear to thoſe of the eſtabliſned perſuaſion? Every 


man at all acquainted with the internal politics 


of Ireland, will anſwer to the firſt of thoſe queſ- 


'tlons—that Difſenters enjoying the elective fran- 


chiſe, have been of no poſſible injury to the 


_ eſtabliſhment either in church or ſtate; and that 
contrarywiſe they have frequently been the con- 


ſervators of the conſtitution: and to the ſecond, 
the proportion of the members of the legiſlative 


body of their religious perſuaſion to thoſe of the 
high church, or eſtabliſhment, is as fix to three- 


hundred ! why then entertain greater apprehen- 
ſions towards Roman Catholics than towards 
Diſſenters? there is nothing rational or well- 


1 founded, but every thing illiberal in it. Then in 


the name of common-lenſe I call upon my 
Proteſtant brethren and fellow countrymen to 


look into the egregious fallacy of their preju- 
dices, and to explode them. Proteſtants do no 
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leſs an injury to themſelves in oppoſing the 
claims of the Roman Catholics, than they do 


injuſtice to that oppreſſed though reſpectable body 


of men. Religion has nothing to do with the 
preſent queſtion, but as it reſpects toleration.— 
Two thirds of the inhabitants of a whole nation, 


who happened to be educated to the profeſſion 


of a religious ſyſtem different from that eſtabliſned 
by law, feel themſelves oppreſſed by the ſevereſt 
reſtrictions and proſcriptions: denied the exer- 
ciſe of that right inherent by the conſtitution in 
every Britiſh ſubject, of being taxed by, and re- 
celving the rule of his civil conduct in ſociety 
from his repreſentative; and inſtead of that, di- 
veſted of any and every degree of repreſentation : 
refuſed acceſs to the channels of light and 
knowledge, and obliged either to abandon the re- 
ligion of his conſcience in the purſuit of erudition, 


or elſe to remain ſhut up in the fold of ignorance, 


of ſuperſtition, and of barbariſm. What wretched 
policy, to render men bigots in order to convert 
them from that very religion to which you bigot 
them? Denied all acceſs to the poſt of honor in 


their native land, and driven to ſeek public 


ſtation 1n foreign countries, upon whom the ac- 
quiſition of their abilities and their valour has 
heaped glory, which their patriotic ardour would 


have led them to atchieve for the land of their 
nativity, inſtead of her enemies :—ſuch and more 
humiliating {till is the condition of this people. 
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In fact, the numerous laws ſo fingularly op- 
preſſive in a country boaſting of the enjoyment 
of civil liberty, which affect and have affected 
the Roman Catholics of Iteland for ſo long, have 
only underwent a trivial amelioration by the late 
and ſome former repeals and indulgences ;—I call 
it trivial, becauſe the grand grievance {till exiſts ! 
thoſe oppreſſions are continued, not becauſe there 
is any thing hoſtile to government, or inimical to 
civil ſociety, either in the ſyſtem of their prin- 
ciples, or in the tenor of their conduct. A cen- 
_ tury's patient ſubmiſſion to this ſyſtem of oppreſ- 
| ion; and their uniform rectitude both in a civil 
and political capacity, are the belt teſts of their 
good citizenſhip; whilſt their honourably ac- 
quired property is an equally good guarantee for 
their ſuture propriety. Endow them then with all 
the privileges of citizens, and they will have 
nothing to gain from any change that might be 
attempted in the government, but every thing 
to loſe: therefore if the fears of Proteſtants are 


built on that ground their wiſeſt policy will be to 


enfranchiſe their Roman Catholic fellow-coun- 
trymen; this would be not only to ſecure their 
idolized conſtitution, but abſolutely to renovate 
and immortalize it. An intereſted junto may find 
it convenient to preach another doctrine, but let 
not the Proteſtant people of Ireland ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be hood-winked againſt the demands of 
juſtice and humanity, and againſt their own 
true 
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true intereſt; elſe the conſequence may poſſibly 
amount to nothing ſhort of the final fuin of their 
idol, and perhaps of themſelves.—I ſhould only 


alk my Proteſtant fellow-countrymen one queſ- 
tion: Whether it is moſt rational and moſt con- 


ſiſt ent with the promotion of civil liberty and the 


| happineſs of our common country, to ſupport 


ancient prejudices, and with them a ſyſtem highly 
oppreſſive to a great majority of the people of 
Ireland, in order to prop up a corrupt ariſtocracy 
which now governs and has too long oppreſſed 


the kingdom—or, by reſtoring the Roman Ca- 


tholics to their rightful and inherent privileges, 
reſtore the people at large to their proper weight 
in the ſcale of the conſtitution, curtail the undue 
influence of a baneful ariſtocracy that now oppreſs 
us, and renovate the conſtitution ?— Such is the 
implied caſe, and ſuch would be the effects of 
obviating its obnoxious concomitants. 


The junto who are intereſted in oppoſing the 
claims of the Roman Catholics in Ireland, have 
had recourſe to the flagitious expedient of endea- 
vouring at the revival of thoſe horrid anti-chriſtian 
feuds, which too long gored the minds of different 


religious profeſſors with the moſt rancorous hatred 


towards each other; and converted the lamb: like 
ſpirit of chriſtianity into the ferocious temper of 


the tyger - hence thoſe horrid ſcenes of homicide, 


of maflacre, and of cruelty, which drenched our 
| 28 e country 


country ſo often in blood, and which ſtain the 
annals of our hiſtory! The man or body of men 
who could be capable of ſuch an abominable 
attack upon the exiſting tranquility and harmony 
of the country, and the ſacred rights of humanity 
and conſcience, are at once enemies to human 
nature, to the Deity, to their country, and to their 
. king! and it is to be regretted that the whole 

force of the entire code of the Criminal Laws is 8 
not at once pointed at thoſe monſters, ſo as to be : 
executed upon their devoted heads.—Sordid 
miſcreants! they are capable of promoting their 
own intereſted ſchemes, at the expence of the 
greateſt quantity of happineſs that it might poſſibly 
coſt their count ry.— There is nothing in my opi- 

nion that ought more powerfully to operate on 

the minds of the people, or more effectually open 
their eyes to the ſchemes of the junto in power. 
They would riſque the happineſs of the nation, 

and alienate the iainds of the people one from 
another, and from their king, merely in order that 

they may remain poſſeſſed of excluſive power and 
emolument.—-I don't charge the whole adminiſ- 
tration with this baſeneſs, but I am ſure that many 

men who are in the enjoyment of the Ioaves und 
Iſbes, are capable of it, and have beenguilty of the 

vile attempt.—The people of England ſuppoſe 
that Ireland is all in a ferment, and on the eve of 

a civil war! they could not form this opinion from 

the decent, modeſt petitioning language of the 
| Roman 


5 
Roman Catholics; no, they formed it from the 
hoſtile threats of thoſe /izzle champions of Proteſt- 
antiſm, the Grand-Juries of Ireland who ſo heroically 
proffer their lives and fortunes in ſupport of an eſta- 
bliſhment which remains as unmoved as the 
Alpine mountains, if they themſelves bave not 
ſhaken its baſis. Indeed for my own part I am 
more inclined to apprehend that they have ſhaken 
the confidence of foreign nations in Iriſh ſtability, 
and if the commerce of the kingdom is retarded, 
let them look to the conſequences: As to the 
internal eſſects of their endeavours, I know the 
preſent temperament and diſpoſition of my coun- 
trymen too well to be uneaſy on that ſcore.— 
The hand of time has ſoftened the ſpirit of 
religious diſcord. It remained only for UNITED 
IRISHMEN to pour in the healing balm of final 
reconciliation. You have happily applied the 
cordial, and the effects are apparently nothing 
ſhort of a radical cure of thoſe ſores, the corrod- 
ing humours of which ſo long infected the 
remoteſt members of the civil body. 


Thou knows, my dear Tom, how much I have 
always reprobated clubs, as mere gormandizing 
ſocieties : but when the object of the Society of 
United Iriſhmen was explained to me to be that 
of annihilating religious diſcord, and uniting the 
people in the promotion of our common civil and 

political 
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political intereſts, my very heart within me re. 
joiced; becauſe I was convinced that it would 
redound to the general happineſs of my dear, dear 
Ireland, the Garden of the World: which ftands 


in need of nothing to render it a paradiſe, but due 


cultivation, and civil as well as religious freedom. 
Now United Iriſhman, my friend, though not lite- 


rally my brother in zh:s ſenſe, yet ſo in ſpirit, in 


union of ſentiment and communion of affection, 


i remain, 


Ever thine, 
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